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sess wit. He seems to have made a determination to treat
all persons in an amicable manner, without haughtiness
or threat. The Stadtholder always receives two very dif-
ferent accounts from Berlin, and does not fail to believe
that which flatters his ruling passion.

A mile from this place some very secret experiments
are making on the artillery, which are confided to Major
Tempelhoff. A small number of superior officers are
admitted; captains are excluded. The ground is covered
by tents, and guarded by sentinels, night and day. I
shall endeavor to learn the particulars.

I forgot to write you word, from Brunswick, that the
Duchess informed me the Prince of Wales was consult-
ing the most able civilians in Europe, to learn whether,
by marrying a Catholic, the positive laws of England,
the laws of any other nation, or the maxims of the civil
laws of Europe, would disinherit an heir, and particularly
an heir apparent. There appears to be much imprudence
in this appeal of an heir apparent from the opinions of
Great "^Britain to those of the civilians.

An anecdote less important, but perhaps more poign-
ant, is that the Margrave of Baden-Baden has sent M.
von Edelsheim here as his complimentary envoy, the
brother of one of his ministers who is called the Choi-
seul of Carlsruhe. The following is the history of this
complimentor, who has arrived long after all the others.

At a time when the prolific virtues of the father of
the five royal children were held in doubt, there was a
wish to bestow a lover on a lady (the afterward divorced
Queen, banished to Stettin), who, had they not done so,
would have made bold to have bestowed one on herself.
The care of choosing was committed to the brothers of
the Duke of Brunswick. They descended a little too
low, and in consequence an eye was cast on Edelsheim,
who was publicly enough charged with this great work.
He was afterward sent to Paris to execute another com-
mission, of which he acquitted himself ill. I have been
assured he was thrown into the Bastille. On his return
he was disgraced, but afterward employed, and sent to
various courts of Germany in 1778. And this is the man
whom, in his high wisdom, the Margrave selected for-
